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WACTE recommends targeted investment in: 
Removal of WEST-B/ Basic Skills testing requirement for teacher 
certification (WAC 181-01-002) 
Paid student teaching stipends to reduce financial barriers, increase 
completion rates, and support implementation of recently passed HB 1651. 
District–university partnership grants to enhance mentoring, 
paraeducator pathways, clinical supervision, and placement quality. 
Recruitment pathways that increase educator diversity and reflect the 
demographics of Washington’s students. 

About WACTE 
The Washington Association of Colleges for Teacher Education (WACTE) represents 
Washington’s public and private colleges and universities that offer approved 
teacher preparation programs. WACTE members: 

Prepare over 90% of Washington’s educators across traditional, alternative 
route, and endorsement expansion pathways. 
Partner with K–12 districts statewide to provide high-quality clinical placements 
and mentoring. 
Promote statewide quality, accountability, and innovation in educator 
preparation. 

Why Teacher Preparation Matters 

Well-prepared teachers are more effective, show stronger student 
outcomes, and remain in the profession longer. 
Statewide demographic changes require teachers trained in inclusive 
practices, cultural responsiveness, multilingual instruction, and trauma-
informed education. 
Strengthening teacher preparation benefits students, families, and 
communities across Washington state. 
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The Mission of the Washington Association of Colleges for Teacher Education (WACTE) is to 
provide leadership on issues related to professional education, with primary focus on teacher 
education. 

This Mission is pursued through activities which: 
a) promote equity, diversity, and inclusion within the professional education community; 
b) promote effective public policy regarding professional education; 
c) enhance and improve professional education programs at member institutions; and 
d) enhance the professional effectiveness of members. 

Mission Statement 

Regional Contacts 

WACTE: 33 Educational Preparation 
Programs for Teacher Education at 50+ WA 
locations 
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