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Center for Teacher Education
EDUC 374, Exceptional and English Language Learners in the Inclusive Elementary Classroom
Section 001, CRN 25750
Fall, 2023
_______________________________________________________________________________________
Professor and Communication Information
	Professor
	Ann Gillies, Ph.D.

	Office
	Dominguez Hall (DH) 109D

	Phone
	(970) 248-1924

	Email
	agillies@coloradomesa.edu

	Office Hours  
	Tuesdays 1pm-2pm, Wednesdays 11:30am-2pm, Thursdays 3:15pm-5:15pm, other days and times by appointment

	Communications Policy
	Emails and phone messages will be returned within 24 hours.

	Assignment Grading and Feedback
	The Professor will attempt to return grades and feedback on assignments within 1 week after the due date.  If it is determined that grading will take longer than 1 week, the Professor will post an announcement in D2L.  Individual feedback for all assignments will be given and available in D2L under the Grades tab.  Questions regarding assignments are welcome via email, phone, or in person and the Professor will respond within 24 hours. 



Course Information
	Course Title
	EDUC 374, Exceptional and English Language Learners in the Inclusive Elementary Classroom, Section 001, CRN 25750

	Class Time
	Tuesdays and Thursdays, 2:00pm-3:15pm and online in D2L

	Classroom
	Dominguez Hall Room 314

	Prerequisites
	Admission in the Center for Teacher Education or permission of Professor

	Drop Date
	By September 5, 2023

	Credit Hours
	3.  Please be prepared to spend at least 12 hours per week on this course (3 credit course x 4 hours of student preparation = minimum 12 hours per week) per Colorado Mesa University’s policy.




Course Catalog Description
Study of exceptionalities and characteristics of English Language Learners (ELLs).  The use of strategies for identifying, adapting, accommodating, and/or modifying the learning environment to meet various needs is discussed.  Includes information about intellectual disability, learning disability, social/emotional disorders, physical disabilities, giftedness, and English Language Learners.
This is a blended course; it blends classroom and online learning.  Both classroom sessions and online D2L participation are required elements of this blended course.

Required Materials
This is an Open Educational Resources (OER) course, no textbook is required.  All required readings will be accessible in the D2L course shell in each weekly Module.

1. One early childhood/elementary-level book (for children birth-6th grade) for Adapted Book assignment.

2. One 3-ring notebook with tabs for UDL Resource Notebook assignment.

Teacher Education Program Outcomes
1. Demonstrate understanding that learning and developmental patterns vary among individuals, that learners bring unique
individual differences to the learning process, and that learners need supportive and safe learning environments to thrive
(Specialized Knowledge).
2. Use knowledge of general and specialized curricula to individualize learning for individuals with exceptionalities.
(Specialized Knowledge)
3. Integrate assessment, planning, and instructional strategies in coordinated and engaging ways through multiple means of
communication to advance learning of individuals with exceptionalities. (Critical Thinking/Communication Fluency)
4. Engage in meaningful and intensive professional learning and self‐renewal by regularly examining practice through ongoing
study, self‐reflection, and collaboration. (Applied Learning)
5. Create safe, inclusive, culturally responsive learning environments so that individuals with exceptionalities become active
and effective learners and develop emotional well‐being, positive social interactions, and self‐determination (Specialized
Knowledge/Applied Learning).
6. Collaborate with families, other educators, related service providers, individuals with exceptionalities, and personnel from
community agencies in culturally responsive ways to address the needs of individuals with exceptionalities across a range of
learning experiences (Specialized Knowledge/Communication).
7. Use multiple methods of assessment and data‐sources in making educational decisions. (Critical Thinking/Quantitative
Fluency)

Student Learning Outcomes  
Upon satisfactory completion of this course, course participants should be able to:
-Demonstrate knowledge of the major principles and parameters of federal disabilities legislation. (INTASC 6; CEC 9; CO 5 )  
-Describe the qualification/identification system for English Language Learners to receive services.(INTASC 4; CEC 1; CO) 
-Demonstrate understanding of the elements of Universal Design for Learning (UDL), an inclusive classroom, the rationale for inclusion, and the least restrictive environment (LRE), and its effect on curriculum, instruction, and assessment.(INTASC 3; CEC 9; CO 5,6) 
-Demonstrate understanding of the individualized education plan (IEP) for students with disabilities as a means of ensuring that students receive educational opportunities based on their IEP goals and identified needs. (INTASC 3;CEC 9; CO 5,6 ) 
-Identify the characteristics of exceptional learners and English Language Learners.(INTASC 1,2; CEC 2,3; CO 1,5,6) 
-Develop effective high-leverage practices, teaching strategies, and accommodations within the UDL framework for all students. (INTASC 8; CEC 4; CO 1,2,3,4 ) (INTASC 2,3,6,7; CEC 3,4; CO 2,3,4)   
-Modify instructional strategies, practices, content and materials to enhance the achievement of exceptional learners and English Language Learners. (INTASC 2,3,6,7; CEC 3,4; CO 2,3,4) 
-Describe the UDL framework and the RtI process. (INTASC 9; CEC 4,8; CO 5,6)
	GRADING 
	SCALE

	A
	90 -100%

	B
	80 - 89%

	C
	70 -79%

	D
	60 - 69%

	F
	Under 60%


Methods of Evaluation/Grading Policy        
	Grade Items/Assignments

	Points

	1.Professional Disposition, Products Developed in Class, Co-Taught Community-Building Activities, Co-Taught Brain Break Activities, and Post-Class Reflections 
	15 points per class x 31 classes=465

	2.15 Weekly Discussion Posts on D2L and/or Weekly Field Work with Dr. Gillies
	15 points per Discussion Post AND/OR 1 Hour Field Work with Dr. Gillies x 15 weeks=225 

	3.UDL Presentation
	100

	4.Structured Task
	25

	5.Adapted Book
	25

	6.Song with Manipulatives
	25

	7.UDL Resource Notebook
	25

	8.Final Exam
	60

	TOTAL
	950



Grade Items/Assignments
1.  Professional Disposition, Products Developed in Class, Co-Taught Community-Building Activities, Co-Taught Brain Break Activities, and Post-Class Reflections.  Course participants will be assessed on displaying a professional disposition, class attendance, developing products in class as a result of class activities and group work, co-teaching Community-Building Activities, co-teaching Brain Break Activities, and writing a Post-Class Reflection at the conclusion of each class.  See “Exhibiting a Professional Disposition” document in D2L under “Start Here”.  (15 points per class x 31 classes=465 points)
2.  15 Weekly Discussion Posts in D2L and/or Field Work with Dr. Gillies.  Course participants will write at least a 2-paragraph response each week in the form of a Discussion Post, to questions in D2L about assigned readings, videos, and topics.  Replies to peers are optional.  Discussion Posts are due each week in D2L by Sunday.  See Discussion Post Rubric.   OR Course participants can choose to spend 1 hour in a week doing field work with Dr. Gillies in lieu of the weekly Discussion Post.  Field work may include accompanying Dr. Gillies to substitute teach in District 51 schools, community agency work, and Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) Club activities with people with disabilities.  Both of these options (Discussion Post and 1 hour of Field Work with Dr. Gillies) earn course participants 15 points for the week and course participants may choose to interchange these 2 options throughout the semester.   (15 weeks x 15 points per week=225 points)
3.  UDL Presentation.  Each course participant will choose an area/topic about learners, at the early childhood or elementary level, who have a disability/exceptionality and/or who is an English Language Learner, that he/she wishes to research further and develop a deeper understanding of (for example:  ESOL strategies for content learning, IDEA, RtI, multicultural education, assessment with students who use AAC, social language vs. academic language, Positive Behavior Support, AD/HD, autism, language acquisition in ELLs, intellectual disability, low-incidence disabilities, gifted/talented, technology use with students with disabilities, differentiation, facilitating reading in students with LD, teaching math to students with visual impairments, affective filter, etc.).  Then situate your topic within the UDL framework.  Research for the UDL Presentation should include at least 3 references from current (2013-2023) books and/or journals and at least 3 websites; a total of 6 references.  Each course participant must spend at least 2 hours with an early childhood/elementary-aged student (Target Student) who is somehow related to the UDL Presentation topic.  Develop a formal, oral presentation that includes research about the topic, how it fits within the UDL framework, as well as information you learned from your time spent with your Target Student.  The oral presentation should include recommendations for high-leverage practices (HLPs) and evidence-based practices (EBPs) teachers should use related to the topic. The oral presentation must also include an engaging class activity that shares/strengthens the topic information.  Develop a 1-page, double-sided handout with important points from the presentation and all 6 references in APA format to pass out to classmates and the Professor.  The oral presentation should be at least 15 minutes long and must include an engaging activity.  Participants will select their presentation date the 1st week of class.  See UDL Presentation Rubric.  (100 points)   
4. Structured Task.  Course participants will construct a structured task guided by the UDL Guidelines that is appropriate for early childhood/elementary-aged students with disabilities and who are English Language Learners.  Pick a curriculum standard and make a learning task that provides multiple means of engagement, representation, and action & expression.  The structured task is due Week 6 on Thursday, September 28.  Please be prepared to engage actual young students in your structured task in the field.  (25 points)
5. Adapted Book.  Course participants will construct an adapted book guided by the UDL Guidelines that is appropriate for early childhood/elementary-aged students with disabilities and who are English Language Learners.  Pick an early childhood/elementary-leveled, high interest book and adapt the book to provide multiple means of engagement, representation, and action & expression.  Course participants will need to purchase at least 1 copy of the book.  The adapted book is due Week 9 on Thursday, October 19.  Please be prepared to engage actual young students in your adapted book in the field.  (25 points)
6. Song with Manipulatives.  Course participants will plan an educational song with manipulatives lesson guided by the UDL Guidelines for early childhood/elementary-aged students with disabilities and who are English Language Learners.  Pick a song that targets at least 1 early childhood/elementary curriculum standard and create a set of manipulatives (20-30) that provide multiple means of engagement, representation, and action & expression.  Use of a prerecorded song is acceptable, but do not use any video.  The song with manipulatives is due Week 11 on Thursday, November 2.  Please be prepared to teach the song lesson and distribute the manipulatives to use during the song, to actual young students in the field.  (25 points)    
7. UDL Resource Notebook.  Course participants will prepare a 3-ring notebook to collect and organize all resources shared with them and distributed to them throughout the course by the Professor, classmates, and guest speakers.  It is recommended that the notebook contain some blank pages for the participants to jot down websites mentioned, lesson plan examples discussed, and ideas.  The organization of the tabs/sections of the UDL Resource Notebook can be of the course participants’ preference, but all materials distributed throughout the semester must be included.  The UDL Resource Notebook is due in class on Thursday, December 7.  (25 points)      
8.  Final Exam.  The Final Exam will be during Finals Week on Tuesday, December 12 from 1:00pm-2:50pm per the CMU Final Exam Schedule for Fall, 2023.  Co-teachers will be assigned specific course content and will prepare, and then teach the content to the class.  Course participants will be graded on the content they teach, their use of HLPs and EBPs, as well as how collaboratively they work with their co-teacher.  OR Co-teachers will plan educational activities guided by the UDL Guidelines, and differentiate their instruction in a classroom in District 51 at a day and time all course participants agree upon.  (60 points)               
Attendance Policy
Attendance to every on-campus class session (31 classes) is required, and weekly online D2L participation and/or field work with Dr. Gillies is required. 
Course Schedule
	Weeks
	Dates
	Topics
	Assignments Due

	1
	8/21-8/27

	Universal Design for Learning (UDL) Framework
	-D2L Module Start Here
-D2L Module 1
-Discussion Post OR
  1 Hour Field Work with Dr. Gillies

	2
	8/28-9/3
	3 UDL Principles:  Engagement, Representation, and Action & Expression
	-D2L Module 2 
-Discussion Post OR 
  1 Hour Field Work with Dr. Gillies 

	3
	9/4-9/10
	9 UDL Guidelines
	-D2L Module 3
-Discussion Post OR
  1 Hour Field Work with Dr. Gillies

	4
	9/11-9/17
	Teaching Culturally and 
Linguistically Diverse Students Using UDL Principles, Guidelines, and Checkpoints
	-D2L Module 4
-Discussion Post OR 
  1 Hour Field Work with Dr. Gillies

	5
	9/18-9/24
	Promoting Social Acceptance
and Managing Student 
Behavior Within the UDL Framework
	-D2L Module 5
-Discussion Post OR
  1 Hour Field Work with Dr. Gillies 

	6
	9/25-10/1
	Teaching Students with Learning
Disabilities and Attention 
Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder with High-Leverage Practices (HLPs)/Evidence-Based Practices (EBPs)
	-D2L Module 6
-Discussion Post OR
  1 Hour Field Work with Dr. Gillies 
-Structured Task due 9/28

	7
	10/2-10/8
	Teaching Students with 
Communication Disorders with HLPs/EBPs
	-D2L Module 7
-Discussion Post OR
  1 Hour Field Work with Dr. Gillies 

	8
	10/9-10/15
	Teaching Students with
Emotional and Behavioral
Disorders with HLPs/EBPs
	-D2L Module 8
-Discussion Post OR
  1 Hour Field Work with Dr. Gillies

	9
	10/16-10/22
	Teaching Students with Autism
Spectrum Disorders/
Pervasive Developmental
Disorders with HLPs/EBPs
	-D2L Module 9
-Discussion Post OR
  1 Hour Field Work with Dr. Gillies
-Adapted Book due 10/19

	10
	10/23-10/29
	Teaching Students with Intellectual
and Developmental Disabilities with HLPs/EBPs
	-D2L Module 10
-Discussion Post OR
 1 Hour Field Work with Dr. Gillies 

	11
	10/30-11/5
	Teaching Students with Lower-
Incidence Disabilities with HLPs/EBPs
	-D2L Module 11
-Discussion Post OR
  1 Hour Field Work with Dr. Gillies
-Song with Manipulatives due 11/2

	12
	11/6-11/12
	Differentiating Instruction and 
Assessment, Progress Monitoring, and Data-Based Decision Making for All Learners
	-D2L Module 12
-Discussion Post OR
 1 Hour Field Work with Dr. Gillies

	13
	11/13-11/19
	Promoting Content Learning Through
 the Teaching and Learning 
Connection within the UDL Framework
	-D2L Module 13
-Discussion Post OR
  1 Hour Field Work with Dr. Gillies

	
	11/20-11/26
	THANKSGIVING BREAK
	-None

	14
	11/27-12/3
	Facilitating Reading and 
Facilitating Writing with HLPs/EBPs in the UDL Framework

	-D2L Module 14
-Discussion Post OR
  1 Hour Field Work with Dr. Gillies

	15
	12/4-12/10

	Helping All Students Succeed
In Mathematics with HLPs/EBPs in the UDL Framework
	-D2L Module 15
-Discussion Post OR
  1 Hour Field Work with Dr. Gillies
-Resource Notebook due in class 12/7

	Finals
Week
	Tuesday, 
December 12
1:00 pm-2:50 pm
OR
Another agreed 
upon
 day and time
	 Final Exam
	-Final Exam 




***Don’t forget to add the self-selected due date for the UDL Presentation into this Course Schedule!
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