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² University of Kansas, Center 
for Research on Learning

² Council of Chief State School 
Officers (CCSSO)

² Major organizations (e.g., 
AACTE, CAEP, CEC, TASH)

² Senior advisors

OSEP Project Officers: Dr. Bonnie Jones and Dr. David Guardino
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CEEDAR Technical Assistance
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Our Approach
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TN-CEEDAR
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Programming for 
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7



TN-CEEDAR Goals
Align statewide educational efforts to improve 
outcomes for students who are at-risk and students 
with disabilities
² Ensure effective communication and collaboration among 

stakeholders
² Ensure effective processes for the collection and 

dissemination of high quality data for improving educator 
preparation

² Ensure educator preparation program completers have 
the knowledge and skills to provide effective instruction 
and intervention for all students

² Review the professional education standards related 
to the special education and RTI² frameworks for 
potential recommendations to the educator preparation 
policy



Tennessee Priorities



1. Leadership

2. Culture of 
collaboration

3. Prevention & 
early 

intervention

Tennessee: RTI2 Guiding Principles 



TN Special Education 
Framework

²Evaluations & Eligibility
²Instructionally-appropriate IEPs
²Intensive interventions
²Progress monitoring
²Transition planning
²Accommodations 
²Behavior



Alignment



CEEDAR TA Tool:
 Promises to Keep

²Review the 
professional 
education standards 
related to the 
special education 
and RTI² frameworks 
for potential 
recommendations to 
the educator 
preparation policy



State Readiness Tool



Current Implementation 
Policy 

²All preparation programs must include 
training to support candidates’ readiness to 
deliver instruction informed by Response to 
Instruction and Intervention Framework 
(RTI2). Candidates not seeking 
endorsement in Special Education should 
be prepared to deliver instruction and 
intervention at the Tier I and II levels. 



Identifying Levels of 
Competence 

Special Education Framework 
 

Educator 
Candidates: 

Pre-K/Early 
Literacy 

Elementary Middle and/or 
High School 

Specialized 
Literacy 
Professionals 

Special 
Education 

Administrators 

Evaluations and Eligibility 
2.1 Child Find 
Responsibilities 

Understanding Understanding Understanding Understanding Understanding Implementation 

2.2 Prevention and 
Early Intervention 

Understanding Understanding Understanding Understanding Implementation Support 

2.3 Assessment 
Framework 

Understanding Understanding Understanding Understanding Implementation Support 

2.4 Timeline and 
Extension 
Requests 

Understanding Understanding Understanding Understanding Implementation Support 

2.5 Re-Evaluations Understanding Understanding Understanding Understanding Implementation Support 
2.6 Transfer 
Students 

Understanding Understanding Understanding Understanding Implementation Support 

2.7 Unilaterally 
Placed Children 

Understanding Understanding Understanding Understanding Implementation Support 

2.8 Referral and 
Evaluation upon 
Parental Request 

Understanding Understanding Understanding Understanding Implementation Support 

2.9 Assessment 
Specialists 

Understanding Understanding Understanding Understanding Implementation Support 

2.10 Disability 
Standards 

Understanding Understanding Understanding Understanding Implementation Support 

	
	
	



Next Steps
²Too broad vs. too specific for policy
²Understanding roles within 

departments
²Continuing the discussion



Disclaimer

The contents of this webinar were developed under a cooperative 
agreement from the U.S. Department of Education, 
H325A120003. However, those contents do not necessarily
represent the policy of the U.S. Department of Education, and you 
should not assume endorsement by the Federal government.


