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Research Base

• Chronic and severe shortage of qualified special education teachers (Boe, 
2014; U.S. Department of Education, 2016)

• Increased demands on special educators, and subsequently teacher 
preparation programs (Leko et al. 2015)

• Clear need for innovation in teacher preparation to address this issue and 
produce quality special educators.

• High Leverage Practices (HLPs, McLeskey & Brownell, 2015) have been 
used to restructure coursework (Maheady et al., 2019; Nelson et al., 2021; 
Windschitl et al., 2019), but a gap between coursework and field 
experiences persists.  

• Structured field experiences aligned with HLPs can bridge this gap by 
enhancing preservice special educators’ capacity to use HLPs through 
practice-based opportunities and field experience (e.g., Maheady et al., 
2019)



Step 1: Link Professional Standards

HLPs for Students with Disabilities
• Twenty-two practices focused on:

• Collaboration
• Assessment
• Social/Emotional/Behavioral
• Instruction

University of Wisconsin–Madison 
Educator Performance Standards
• Learner & Learning Environment
• Planning
• Engagement & Instruction
• Assessment
• Professionalism & Ethics



Step 2: Align with Coursework

• Mapped HLPs and performance standards onto course 
sequence

• Identified overlapping areas to target during field 
observations
• Ex.) Focused on assessment and HLPs 4 & 5 in 

December to correspond with culmination of 
assessment course

• Field supervisors included on instructional teams for 
reading methods, inclusive math methods, and classroom 
management courses



Step 3: Pre-Assessment 



Step 4: Develop Scaffolded Supports



Step 5: Observe Fieldwork

Virtual Supervision

• Pinpoint moments of practice that 
aligned with HLPs

• Preservice and cooperating teachers 
watched instruction and saw 
feedback aligned with targeted HLPs 
simultaneously

• Future research and practice could 
include opportunities for peer 
observation



Step 6: Encourage Reflective Practices



Step 7: Conduct Evaluation



Resources and Discussion

What strategies and practices have you 
found effective in bridging knowledge from 
coursework to application in fieldwork?


