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Sponges

   Most people have a sponge or two in their kitchen. A sponge (12)
is handy for washing dishes and wiping counters. Most of our (23)
sponges are made by machines, out of wood fiber or plastic. But (35)
before man - made sponges were invented, people used natural (44)
sponges. (45)
    A natural sponge is, in fact, an animal. It lives in the ocean. It (59)
has no eyes or mouth. It has no organs at all. It cannot swim. It is (75)
anchored to a rock and feeds on the bacteria in the water that flows (89)
through it. (91)
    For hundreds of years, people in the Greek islands fished for (102)
sponges. A sponge diver dove from his boat wearing only a rope (114)
around his waist. He carried a heavy stone, which took him quickly (126)
to the ocean floor. He could hold his breath for three to five (139)
minutes at a time. He used a small curved knife to cut the sponges (153)
from the rocks. He took as many as he could before his breath ran (167)
out, and put them in a net bag. (175)
    When diving suits were invented, sponge divers began to use (185)
them. The suits let them stay on the ocean floor longer. They could (198)
dive deeper. They brought up more sponges than they had been (209)
able to before. But the divers had to be careful to avoid (221)
decompression sickness, which could kill or injure them. (229)
    Now there are very few sponge divers left. Most people use (240)
man - made sponges, which are cheaper. Also, the number of (250)
sponges living in the ocean has been reduced by pollution. (260)
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Examiner script Reminders
Please read this (point to passage) out loud. 

If you get stuck, I will tell you the word, so you 
can keep reading. When I say ‘Stop’ I may ask you 
to tell me about what you read, so do your best 
reading.  

Start here (point to first word of first paragraph of 
passage). Ready? Begin.

Start timer When student says first word.

Prompts Student hesitates: wait 3 seconds; give 
correct word; mark the missed word as 
incorrect.

Discontinue Student does not get any words correct 
within the first line: discontinue ORF.


