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Finding 1
Play Interac8ons with Peers

Background to Study

• LiGle research on play interac-ons of
children who are dual language
learners (DLLs)
• A small number of studies show DLLs
in preschool face social challenges
(Palermo & Mikulski, 2014)
• Other studies iden-fy strengths of
DLLs in play with others (Björk-Willén
& Cromdal, 2009)

Method

• Recorded, transcribed play
interac-ons of 4 dual language
learners (DLLs) & 4 English speaking
preschoolers during free play.
• Analyzed video, uni-zing,
categorizing, naming play behaviors.
• Examined, described, and tallied the
frequency of those behaviors most
relevant to the study.
• Coded levels of social par-cipa-on of
each child every two minutes.
• Interviewed 4 teachers & 1 parent of
the DLLs.
• Triangulated data from all sources to
establish “trustworthiness” of
ﬁndings.

Compared to English-speaking children,
DLLs showed:
• 50% fewer play interac-ons with peers.
• 50% fewer eﬀorts to ini-ate play
• 50% fewer physical approaches to peers
• 66% fewer conversa-ons with peers in
play
• Briefer, less elaborate, verbal, and
posi-ve interac-ons
• Peers regularly aGempted to ini-ate play
with peers; ocen these were ignored.

Finding 2
Verbaliza8ons

Compared to English-speaking children DLLs
showed:
• 3 -mes as much self-talk.
• 5 -mes as much repe--on of others’
words.
25

20

15

Finding 3
Teacher-assisted Interac8ons

Compared to English-Speaking children,
DLLs:
• Over twice as ocen played only with an
adult.
• Over twice as ocen conversed only with
an adult.
• Experienced over 5 -mes the number of
teacher-assisted interac-ons.
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Discussions

Sample Verbaliza8on

Sample Peer Interac8on

B selects a toy and sits down close to peers.
He periodically looks at what peers are
doing. One of the peers states, “You can’t
play with that,” and takes the toy from him.
He looks puzzled, gets up and leaves the play
area.

Y plays with Lincoln Logs on a rug with a
teacher siBng nearby. The child places a set of
four logs on the rug to make a square. He adds
another log, as if tesFng where it should go,
then echoes an English word he has heard the
teacher use regularly: “Maybe.” The teacher
restates Y’s uJerance in an enthused
intonaFon, “Maybe. Oh! I like the way Y said
that!” He then expands the uJerance, “Maybe
this will go here.”

• DLL interac-ons with peers in preschool
are less frequent, elaborate, posi-ve, or
verbal.
• Peers do approach DLLs to play, but
these ini-a-ves do not ocen lead to
ongoing play interac-ons.
• DLLs play and converse more ocen only
with teachers. Such interac-ons, while
beneﬁcial, may not support social skills
with peers.
• Teacher-assisted interac-ons with peers
were also frequent. These were more
likely to enhance posi-ve peer
interac-ons.

