Handout #9
Target Behavior Questionnaire
Directions: This form is designed to assist school personnel as they initiate the process of
identifying a target behavior. It should be completed by the referring teacher, or by those school
personnel who come in contact with the student most often throughout the school day. Your
responses will help school personnel gain a better understanding of the specific features of the
student’s behavior that prompted a referral. Please be as clear and concise as possible.
Identifying Behaviors of Concern
1. What is the reason for referring the student?

2. Please provide a description of the behavior or set of behaviors that is of concern. For each
behavior, consider what the behavior looks like, how often it occurs, and how long it usually
lasts.

3. Are any other specific actions that are causing concern? Please describe them.

4. What specific behavior(s) is the student expected to demonstrate at this time?
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Selecting a Target Behavior
5. How does this behavior or set of behaviors impact the learning of the student or his/her
peers? Is the behavior dangerous?

6. Select one behavior for intervention planning and progress monitoring. Please operationally
define that behavior.

Considering Function
7. How do the student’s peers typically respond when the behavior occurs?

8. How do the teacher and other adults respond when the behavior occurs?

9. Are there any specific events or individuals present when the behavior occurs?

10. Why do you think the student is behaving in this way? To gain attention? To escape from
work?
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